GEORGE THE THIRD
infamous societies in which the most disgusting drunken orgies
took place—must have made him detestable in the eyes of a
man with George's strict moral code; and had the King the
influence over the formation of cabinets, which Whig historians
assert that he had, then it is surprising that he ever consented to
Dashwood's appointment. He might have been expected to
resist it with the same stubbornness as he resisted the younger
Pitt's effort to give relief to the Catholics of Ireland later in his
reign. And what of the Dowager-Princess, who was always so
concerned about people's morals ? Surely, had she been able to
do so she would have persuaded George and Bute that Dashwood
was not a fit and proper person for inclusion in any government.
The only possible explanation of Dashwood's appointment is
that in 1762 neither George nor Bute wielded the power which
is generally imputed to them: Whiggery was still strong enough
to make its demands, and the King must concede them.
As the year wore on the hope of peace grew stronger. Early
in November Bedford in Paris had hammered out the basis of
a settlement with representatives of the French Government:
the settlement was extremely favourable to Great Britain, but
the difficulty which confronted Bute and his colleagues was how
to get Parliament to accept the terms. Henry Fox bluntly told
the King and Bute that the surest way to success lay in bribery:
he also reminded them that there was no man in the Cabinet
better fitted than himself for such work. George very definitely,
and probably Bute, at first shrank from using Fox's suggestion,
but the danger of the defeat of Government on the peace terms
compelled them to think seriously about Fox's scheme, and in
the end they accepted it. Said the King to George Grcnville:
We must call in bad men to govern bad men.
The remark may have smoothed Grenville's ruffled temper;
for once the decision to embark upon a course of wholesale
bribery was made it became imperative that Fox should assume
the Leadership of the House of Commons, a position which
George Grenville was very reluctant to give up. Bute's promise
that once the peace terms were ratified he would resign and that
he would recommend the King to give his place to Grenville
put the latter in the humour to consent to anything! So
Grenville went to the Admiralty; Halifax took his place as
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